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On Tuesday 4 July, Jabree held a very successful community 
day at the Gold Coast and Hinterland Historical Society with a  
hands-on cultural workshop run by local Aboriginal artist Rick  
Roser, and a traditional didgeridoo and dance performance 
by NAIDOC grant recipient, Yugerapul Munajali. 

We’d like to thank everyone who joined us in celebrating  
NAIDOC Week. In particular, we’d like to thank Michael Aird  
(President of the Historical Society and Gold Coast Traditional  
Owner) and the wonderful volunteers at the historical society for 
providing such a warm welcome to the venue, for sharing your local 
knowledge and for putting on light refreshments for the event.  

We’d also like to thank Rick Roser and Yugerapul Munanjali for  
creating such a fun day, and for sharing your knowledge and  
culture with everyone who came. 

The event drew a crowd between 50 and 80 people which  
included Indigenous and non-Indigenous members of the  
community, families from across Gold Coast region, and a 
surprise and very welcome visit from a lovely group of international 
students!

We hope everybody who came along had as wonderful time as we 
did. For more information about cultural workshops with Jabree, 
please contact us at: info@jabree.com.au 

With excellent support from the City of 
Gold Coast, Jabree has helped provide 
funding for four local NAIDOC projects 
this year, with the last event taking place 
at Pimpama Primary College during the 
first week of the new school term. 

Grant recipient Yugerapul Munanjali, led 
by Gold Coast Traditional Owner Doug 
Sandy, provided a traditional dance 
and didgeridoo performance at Jabree’s 
NAIDOC event on Tuesday 4 July which 
engaged the crowd in learning traditional

Community benefits from NAIDOC grants 

and group discussion, followed by  
different culinary activities using native 
ingredients which were delicious and 
thoroughly enjoyed by participants!   

With the return of the school term,  
Pimpama Primary College held its 
NAIDOC celebration on the following  
Friday 21 July. The college, in  
collaboration with Jellurgal Cultural  
Centre, organised a cultural event for  
students including a Welcome to  
Country, a smoking ceremony and a  
traditional dance performance. 

Students were al highly engaged with the 
performance with a few students even 
joining the performers on stage as part 
of a hunter-gatherer dance. These events 
were also carried through into classroom 
exercises over the following week with 
more hands-on art, craft and language 
activities. 

Jabree would like to thank the City 
of Gold Coast for their support with 
the 2017 NAIDOC grants and we look  
forward to an opportunity to work  
together to support community projects 
in the future! 

Jabree NAIDOC community day 

Feature image: Grant recipient, Doug Sandy, with traditional dancers and NAIDOC attendees.

dances, stories and language from across 
South East Queensland. 

On 9 July, Indigenous peformance  
artist Alicia Jones together with  
Chef Shaun Anderson from Native  
Culinary Ecstasy held a collaborative  
community event at the Gold Coast 
and Hinterland Historical Society called 
‘Make Something Beautiful’. Around 
30 people attended the event  which  
focused on sharing Indigenous culture 
and language through performance art

Photos (clockwise from top): Rick Roser during his traditional fire 
makingdemonstration, the didgeridoo used during a later performance, 
NAIDOC attendees honing their fire making skills.
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In January 2017, Jabree with Frasers  
Property Australia engaged an Aborist and 
scarred tree specialist Danny Draper to  
assess a Scarred Ironbark Tree identified in 
the area of proposed ‘Brookhaven’ planned 
community, near Beenleigh. 

The scar was determined to be the result of 
a lightning strike.  However, the Jabree team 
asked Danny Draper to inspect a second 
scarred tree, a Forest Red Gum identified  
in the Eagleby Wetlands. This tree was  
estimated as 300 to 350 years old, and the 
scarring was confirmed as of Aboriginal 
cultural origin and 100 to 125 years old. 

The estimated age of this scar suggests 
the tree was used around the same time 
as the introduction of the Aboriginal  
Protection and Restrictions of the Sale 
of Opium Act 1897, which removed local  
Aboriginal people from the land.
  

It is important to know that through this 
treacherous time, Aboriginal cultural  
practice on the Gold Coast was still taking  
place. This culturally scarred forest red 
gum has now been lodged for registration  
on the Queensland Government’s  
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Database.  
Visit jabree.com.au for more on this story.

In June 2017, the Jabree team  
conducted a five-day subsurface cultur-
al heritage investigation at the Stockland 
Coomera Foreshore project site. 

The subsurface investigations uncovered  
63 Aboriginal stone artefacts, many  
located along a ridge top adjacent to Oaky 
Creek.  

A total of 58 artefacts were excavated  
within a concentrated area located 
in the southern section of the Project 
Area. These were determined by Jabree 
to be of high cultural significance  
because of their variety, the materials  
used, and the site’s potential as a  
Traditional Pathway across the Coomera 
landscape, a traditional camping area and 
/ or a major artefact scatter. 

Jabree and Stockland have an agreement  
for future works to define and map 
the artefact scatter boundary. The  
excavation will conclude in August  
and once all findings are analysed,  
Jabree will provide updates on the results 
of the excavation.

Visit jabree.com.au for more on this story.

Image: Culturally scarred Forest Red Gum found in the Eagleby Wetlands 
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removal and preservation of the tree in 
April 2016.  

In July 2017, they were pleased
to supervise the installation, after 
some incredibly careful and precise 
work by project managers, drivers
 and dogmen at the site.

Jabree would like to extend our  
thanks to Fiona Sabatino with the  
Department of Transport and Main 
Roads for taking a leading role with 
the journey of this scarred tree, and  
Campbell Brooke and the team from 
Powerclear, who have taken great care 
of arboreal matters from the removal of 
the tree in 2016 to the recent relocation.

You can read more about the journey 
of the scarred ironbark on the Jabree  
website at: www.jabree.com.au.Image: Team from Powerclear overseeing the relocation 

of the scarred ironbark trunk.

Scarred Ironbark relocated to Helensvale Light Rail Station
On Monday 17 July, the Jabree team  
oversaw some truly amazing works to 
transport and display a scarred ironbark 
trunk at the new Helensvale Light Rail 
Station.

The 2.1 tonne scarred ironbark tree was  
originally found  about 200 metres south 
of its new position. During the Cultural  
Heritage Assessment of the Light 
Rail Project (2015), it was determined 
the tree would likely be impacted by  
construction activities in the area).

During consultation with Department  
of Transport and Main Roads and  
GoldLinQ, an alternative management 
strategy was developed to ensure the 
scarred trunk would be preserved, and it 
will now form part of a cultural display at 
the new rail station.

The Jabree team oversaw the careful

Cultural Heritage  
Investigations for Stockland 
Coomera Foreshore Project


